
Your Name: 

Ryan T. Shields, Ph.D. 

Your Email Address:  

ryan_shields@uml.edu 

How many years have you worked in the field? 

9 

What is your current position?  

Assistant Professor 

Provide a brief job description. 

I am an assistant professor in the School of Criminology and Justice Studies at the University of 

Massachusetts Lowell. I conduct research focused on the intersection of criminology, criminal justice, 

and public health, particularly as it pertains to sexual violence, child sexual abuse, and prevention. I also 

teach and mentor students. I currently teach courses on juvenile delinquency, sex crime policy, and data 

analysis. 

 

Board Related and ATSA Experience 

Please provide information related to any prior experience you have had serving on a Board of 

Directors. 

I am currently an Executive Board member of the Sex Offense Policy Research Working Group, a group 

of researchers and students working in the area of sexual violence and sex crime policy. 

Please provide information related to any involvement you have had in ATSA or ATSA chapters. 

I am currently an Executive Board member of the Sex Offense Policy Research Working Group, a group 

of researchers and students working in the area of sexual violence and sex crime policy. 

Please provide information regarding your contributions to the field of sexual abuse generally.  

Prior to joining the faculty at UMass Lowell in Fall 2017, I was an Assistant Scientist in the Department of 

Mental Health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and served as the Associate 

Director of the Moore Center for the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse. My research is focused on sexual 

violence, child sexual abuse, and prevention through the intersecting perspectives of public health, 

criminology, and criminal justice. My published work has addressed child sexual abuse prevention 

(Letourneau & Shields, 2016; Shields & Feder, 2016), commercial sexual exploitation of children (Shields 

& Letourneau, 2015), juvenile sex offender registration and notification policies (Harris et al., 2016; 

Letourneau et al., in press; Sandler et al., 2017), juvenile waivers (Rinehart, et al., 2016) and perceptions 

of residence restrictions (Levenson, Shields, & Singleton, 2012; Mancini, Shields, Mears, & Beaver, 

2010). 

In addition, I am currently serving as Principal Investigator on The Help Wanted Project, on online 

prevention intervention for adolescents with a sexual interest in children. In collaboration with several 



ATSA members, The Help Wanted Project will provide critical resources for adolescents and young 

adults who are recognizing a sexual attraction to prepubescent children and seeking help. 

Please describe the experiences and/or skills you bring specific to this role on the board. 

I believe my research experience provides a strong foundation in order to serve effectively as research 

representative. As documented earlier, I have experience in conducting studies on a range of topics 

related to sexual violence, including policy evaluation, large-scale sentencing studies, and public opinion 

research. I also have extensive experience collaborating with state agencies (e.g., police, correctional, 

and health departments) and analyzing official criminal justice data.  In addition, I have experience in a 

diverse set of methodological techniques, including both quantitative and qualitative approaches. These 

experiences have taught me the value of both approaches and how to think critically when evaluating 

projects.  

Additionally, I have experience with federally-funded research. I have served as Co-Principal Investigator 

or Co-Investigator on several projects, including an evaluation of Safe Harbor policies (2014-MC-FX-

0001; Letourneau/Shields, PIs), a multi-state evaluation of juvenile registration and notification policies 

(OJJDP 2011-MU-FX-4004; Letourneau, PI), and the development of a juvenile recidivism risk instrument 

(NIJ 2013-AW-BX-0053; Kim, PI).  Since moving to UMass Lowell, I have continued to pursue funded 

research. Indeed, I currently have two applications under review at the National Institute of Justice.  

Finally, the collaborative nature of research, especially funded research, has shown me the value of 

being a team player and a good colleague. We are, indeed, "better together" and I value the power of 

the collaboration that being a part of ATSA provides. 

Please identify your vision for moving ATSA forward in this specific role on the board. 

My vision for advancing ATSA’s strategic goals is two-fold: build the community of scholars and advance 

prevention science.  

When I first joined ATSA, I was struck by the “research power” of the organization. ATSA scholars were 

involved in a range of studies that had direct impact on policy and practice. As a young scholar, this was 

both inspiring and, honestly, somewhat intimidating. Almost immediately, I was taken "under wing" by a 

group of notable scholars.  The mentorship I received helped me identify and pursue my research goals, 

and I am forever thankful for those opportunities. As research representative, I would want to continue 

ATSA’s tradition in mentoring students and young scholars as they build their research agendas. I would 

want to continue to provide mentorship and networking opportunities for ATSA scholars, as well as 

connect scholars to resources related to communication and translation of findings, to bridge the gaps 

between researchers, practitioners, and the public. Finally, as research representative, I would want 

support initiatives that raise the voices of marginalized groups, including people of color and queer 

scholars. Supporting and developing a group of diverse scholars will only make ATSA, and the work we 

do, more impactful.  

Second, as research representative, I would support initiatives that advance the development of 

prevention science. The research evidence documenting the extensive consequences and costs 

associated with sexual violence and sexual abuse is clear. Yet, the lion’s share of resources has gone to 



after-the-fact responses, in the form of treatment for survivors and punishment (and treatment) for 

individuals engaged in abusive behavior. While these are important, the critical flaw is that someone has 

already been harmed. As scholars, we need to identify alternatives to this model. Particularly, in the 

development, testing, and disseminating of evidence-based primary prevention programs. I believe this 

is our “grand challenge” as an organization, and in the role of research representative, I would support 

projects that rise to this challenge. 

Do you have any additional comments? 




